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the accommodation was limited, they would all be very
welcome.

On 30 November one hundred and forty members, with their
Speaker9 went to Whitehall to hear the Queen's last wooing of
her faithful, troublesome Commons. A member said of her pre-
vious message that it was worthy to be written in gold: they and
their sons and posterity for several generations were to know
the speech which she now made, as Queen Elizabeth's * Golden
Speech*. Her touch was as sure as ever it had been, and the
inimitable perfection of her art was heightened by the thought,
which must have been in every mind, that she was practising it
for the last time. In effect, if not in strict fact, these were her last
words to the Realm that she had loved and served with her
whole being.

'Mr Speaker/ she began, 'We perceive your coming is to
present thanks to us. Know I accept them with no less joy than
your loves can have desire to offer such a present, and do more
esteem it than any treasure or riches; for those we know how to
prize, but loyalty, love, and thanks, I account them invaluable.
And though God hath raised me high, yet this I account the
glory of my crown, that I have reigned with your loves. This
makes me that I do not so much rejoice that God hath made me
to be a Queen, as to be a Queen over so thankful a people, and
to be the means under God to conserve you in safety and to
preserve you from danger.... Of myself I must say this: I never
was any greedy, scraping grasper, nor a strict, fast-holding
prince, nor yet a waster; my heart was never set upon any
worldly goods, but only for my subjects' good. What you do
bestow on me, I will not hoard up, but receive it to bestow on
you again; yea, my own properties I account yours, to be ex-
pended for your good3 and your eyes shall see the bestowing
of it for your welfare/

At this point Elizabeth bade them stand up - they had hither-
to knelt - for she would trouble them with longer speech. She
continued, *Mr Speaker, you give me thanks, but I am more to
thank you, and I charge you, thank them of the Lower House
from me; for, had I not received knowledge from you, I might